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1. LETTER FROM THE
PRESIDENCY

Dear Judges, Advocates, and Prosecutors of the International Criminal Court (ICC),

We, the presidency of ICC, would like to warmheartedly welcome you to one of the
most extraordinary committees of Jasienica Model United Nations (JASMUN)
2026!

Having been said, it is a committee which doesn’t follow the conventional Rules of
Procedure (RoP) of Model United Nations (MUN) conferences, the usual pre-
conference preparation. Therefore, it is expected that you may have a rougher
experience when preparing for this committee.

In order to lift the slight pressure of preparation, this study guide has been purposely
crafted with the following purposes: serving as a brief introduction to the ICC and a
starting point of your research. Thorough comprehension of the document is
essential, however, it 1s expected that you do your own research as well as having a
general understanding of the ICC RoP and the Rome Statute on top of this given
document to guarantee yourself the authentic experience of this committee.

It may seem overwhelming at first, so please do not panic as we are at your disposal
at all times and are here to guide you. As former Judges and Advocates, we
understand how complex the unfamiliar contents and terms can be, at times even
stressful. If you have any doubts or need further assistance before, during, or after
the conference, please do not hesitate to contact any of us!

We wish you all the best and we cannot wait to see you all in September!

Your Presidency,
Zofia, Yeonhwa, and Karina




2. CONTEXTUAL INTRODUCTION
TO THE INTERNATIONAL
CRIMINAL COURT

The International Criminal Court (ICC) is the world’s first permanent international
criminal court which performs trials - when warranted - on the investigated case.
Located in The Hague, Netherlands, the scrutinised defendants are individuals
charged with acute crimes which may concern the international community. Its
jJurisdiction is granted by the Rome Statute (the Statute), the governing international
treaty, over 4 main crimes: genocide, war crimes, crimes against humanity and crime
of aggression. It is a court of last-resort where it complements national courts of 125

States (including Central African Republic) which accepted the Statute; however,

ICC’s legal process may slightly differ from that in other national jurisdictions. The
example procedure of investigation and case 1s as follows (in chronological order):
Preliminary examinations, Investigations, Pre-Trial stage, Trial stage, Appeals stage,
Enforcement of sentence. Readers can understand that in this particular MUN
conference, the Pre-Trial stage and Trial stage from the listed procedure model is to
be simulated by the ICC delegates.

There are a few features of the ICC which the delegates should be aware of which is
to be addressed below. The lack of law enforcement as a non-UN organisation and
the extent in which it possesses jurisdiction on cases depending on the country of
origin of the accused, the country where the crime occurred and the acceptance of
the jurisdiction. This is to enlighten delegates on the works of the ICC as a
contextual knowledge, however, some parts may be irrelevant to the case as Bemba
Gombo’s country of origin and the country that he was accused of committing his
crime was part of the States Parties of the Statute.

It is important to acknowledge that ICC is a judicial institution and lacks its own
police force and enforcement body. As a result, its dependency on countries for
support 1s heightened on these particular stages of the procedure: making arrests and
transferring arrested persons to the ICC detention centre in The Hague, freezing
suspects’ assets and enforcing sentences.




An additional fact to keep in mind is that it is not part of the UN. However, the
Court has a cooperation agreement with the UN hence the interrelationship between
two multilateral institutions cannot be ignored. Under their agreement, although the
situation may not be within the Court’s jurisdiction, for instance, when the country
of origin of the accused 1s not within the State Parties of the Statute, it may be
subject to referral by the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) granting
jJurisdiction. A real-life example of this is Darfur (Sudan) and Libya. Both countries
are not a part of the State Parties of ICC, but the Court still had the jurisdiction due
to the referral by the UNSC.

Delegates should note that the exercising of jurisdiction of the ICC is legally
binding, only if it is regarding a State which became a Party to the Statute, or the
State has accepted the jurisdiction of the Court under the Article 12 of the Statute:
Preconditions to the exercise of jurisdiction. Due to the fact that the Court
cooperates with both States Parties and non-States Parties, the same can be applied

to non-States Parties, when they verify the exercising of the ICC’s jurisdictions.

3. KEY WORDS

Command responsibility

A rule in international law, where a military commander or civilian leader can be put
on trial for war crimes, genocide, or crimes against humanity done by their workers
or soldiers, even if the leader did not order the crimes.

Effective command and control
The combination of human authority, clear communication, and reliable technology
used to direct a group, manage resources, and reach a goal.

Subordinates
A person who has a less important position than you in an organization.

Rome Statute

The Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court represents the treaty that
established the ICC. It was adopted at a diplomatic conference in Rome, Italy on 17
July 1998 and entered into force on 1 July 2002. It established four core
international crimes: genocide, war crimes, crimes against humanity, and crimes of
aggression.




War crimes
Atrocities or offences against persons or property, constituting violations of the laws
or customs of war.

Crimes against humanity
Specific crimes committed in the context of a large-scale attack targeting civilians,
regardless of their nationality.

Murder
The crime of unlawfully and unjustifiably killing a human being with malice.

Rape/sexual violence
Any unwanted behaviour of a sexual nature that you have not consented to. It can
occur when a person is forced, tricked, intimidated or coerced into.

Pillaging
To steal something from a place or a person by using violence, especially during
war.

Direct perpetration
The perpetrator acts on his or her own without relying on or using another person.

He directly and personally executes the crime.

Co-perpetration
Legal concept where two or more individuals commit a crime jointly through a
shared common plan.

Jurisdiction

The official power, right, or authority of a court, government, or legal body to make
decisions, interpret laws, and manage cases within a specific area or over certain
types of legal matters.

Admissibility
The fact of being considered satisfactory and acceptable in a law court (in this case,
the ICC).

Deterrence
The ability to alter an actor's cost-benefit calculus so they decide against taking an
undesired action.

















































