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1. MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRS

Dear Delegates,
It 1s our great pleasure to welcome you to the United Nations Human Rights
Council. We are very excited to have you join us for a discussion on “Ensuring the
Protection of Human Rights in the Development and Use of Digital Surveillance
Technologies.”

Since technology 1s still advancing at a pace that is unimaginable, digital
surveillance has now become an increasingly important element of modern society.
Techniques such as facial recognition and biometric systems, along with spyware,
data gathering, and the use of artificial intelligence, enable governments and
organisations to obtain strong tools for securing national security and public safety.
Yet the development and application of these technologies can also pose serious
threats to basic human rights, such as the right to privacy, the freedom of expression,
and the freedom of peaceful assembly.

The United Nations has on numerous occasions stated that technological
developments have to be taken into account within the present international human

rights framework. We would like you to consider this subject with an open mind,

since there is no simple way of dividing surveillance into either beneficial or
harmful categories.

The main issue lies in achieving a suitable balance between legitimate security
concerns and the need to protect individual rights. The methods that different
countries have adopted in reaching this balance are very varied, which in turn makes
international cooperation both difficult and essential.

We ask that, within the committee, you accurately reflect your country's policies and
interests while at the same time being willing to reach compromises. We hope that
this issue will enable you to examine not only the challenges presented by new
technologies but also the opportunities for establishing stronger safeguards, greater
accountability, and more effective international cooperation.

What is most important is that you should come ready to question, negotiate, and
think critically; don't hesitate to challenge the current methods or to consider points
of view which are different from your own.




We look forward to meeting you and to seeing the discussions, the ideas, and the
solutions that you present to the committee. Good luck with your preparations, and
we look forward to meeting you in committee!

Your Chairs

2. INTRODUCTION TO THE
COMMITTEE

The United Nations Human Rights Council is an intergovernmental body of the
United Nations responsible for promoting and protecting human rights worldwide. It
was established in 2006, replacing the former Commission on Human Rights, and 1s
composed of 47 Member States elected by the UN General Assembly.

The Council provides a forum for Member States to discuss human rights issues,
adopt resolutions, investigate violations, and develop recommendations for
improving human rights protections. Its work covers issues ranging from
discrimination and freedom of expression to the rights of women, children, and
human rights defenders.

For this topic, the Council will consider how the development and use of digital
surveillance technologies can affect fundamental rights, particularly the right to
privacy, freedom of expression, and freedom of peaceful assembly. Delegates should
balance these concerns with states' legitimate interests in areas such as national
security and public safety.

As delegates, you are expected to represent your country's policies and interests

while working towards solutions that can receive international support.

3. INTRODUCTION TO THE TOPIC

Digital surveillance refers to the use of digital technologies to monitor, collect,

analyze, or track information about individuals or groups. As technology has
developed, surveillance has become increasingly sophisticated, with tools such as
facial recognition, biometric databases, spyware, location tracking, artificial
intelligence, and online monitoring becoming more widely used.




Digital surveillance refers to the use of digital technologies to monitor, collect,
analyze, or track information about individuals or groups. As technology has
developed, surveillance has become increasingly sophisticated, with tools such as
facial recognition, biometric databases, spyware, location tracking, artificial
intelligence, and online monitoring becoming more widely used.

These technologies can provide important benefits. We need to also see the good that
those technologies bring to the table. Governments may use surveillance to combat
terrorism, prevent crime, protect national security, and respond to public
emergencies. However, increasing their use also is raising significant human rights
concerns.

The most affected right 1s the right to privacy, as governments and private
companies can collect large amounts of personal information. Surveillance can also
affect freedom of expression and peaceful assembly, particularly when individuals
fear that their communications or activities are being monitored by someone. Certain
technologies may also create risks of discrimination, particularly when automated
systems are inaccurate or disproportionately target particular groups.

Another important aspect of the issue is the role of private technology companies.
Governments may rely on companies to develop or provide surveillance tools, while
companies themselves collect and process vast amounts of personal data. This raises
questions about who should be responsible when surveillance technologies are
misused.

The central challenge for the international community 1s therefore to determine how
digital surveillance can be used for legitimate purposes while ensuring that
fundamental human rights are protected. The UNHRC must consider what
safeguards, regulations, oversight mechanisms, and international standards can help
achieve this balance.

Different countries have various strategies and solutions for the issues and need to

be taken into account. Also, note that different countries are affected differently,

depending on their technological development, forms of government and political
systems. The discussions need to be considerate of those factors and we need to
provide suitable solutions that will actually have an impact.




4. KEY CONCEPTS

Digital Surveillance

The use of digital technologies to monitor, collect, track, store, or analyze
information about individuals or groups. It can be carried out by governments, law-
enforcement agencies, intelligence services, or private companies.

Targeted Surveillance

Surveillance directed at a specific individual or group, usually based on a particular
ivestigation or security concern. Examples can include targeted interception of
communications or the deployment of spyware against a particular device.

Mass Surveillance

The collection or monitoring of information concerning large numbers of people,
including individuals who are not suspected of committing an offence. It may
involve the large-scale collection of communications, location data, or information
from cameras and other sensors.

Facial Recognition

Technology that analyzes an individual's facial features to identify or verify them. It
can be used for purposes such as law enforcement, border control, identity
verification, and public security. Concerns include privacy, accuracy, bias, and the

possibility of monitoring people without their knowledge.

Biometric Data

Personal information based on physical or behavioral characteristics, such as facial
features, fingerprints, iris patterns, or voice characteristics. Because biometric
information can be difficult or impossible to change, its collection and misuse can
create significant privacy and security risks.

Spyware
Software designed to secretly monitor or obtain information from a device.

Depending on its capabilities, spyware may provide access to messages,
photographs, location data, microphones, cameras, or other information stored on a
device.




Artificial Intelligence (AI) Surveillance

The use of Al or automated systems to analyze large amounts of information or
identify patterns, objects, behaviors, or individuals. Al can be used in areas such as
facial recognition, predictive policing, and automated analysis of video footage.
Concerns include inaccurate identification, discrimination, lack of transparency, and
difficulties in determining responsibility for automated decisions.

Metadata

Information about a communication or digital activity rather than necessarily its
content. Examples include the time a message was sent, the location of a device, or
the 1dentity of the accounts involved. Although metadata may not reveal the actual
content of a communication, it can still provide detailed information about an
individual's activities and relationships.

Encryption

A method of protecting information by converting it into a form that cannot easily be
understood without the appropriate key. Encryption can protect privacy and
communications from unauthorized access, but governments may argue that strong
encryption can make criminal investigations and national-security operations more
difficult.

Data Retention

The practice of requiring companies or organizations to store information about
users or communications for a specified period. Governments may require retention
for law-enforcement or national-security purposes, while critics may raise concerns
about unnecessary collection and access to personal information.

Internet Shutdown

A deliberate disruption or restriction of internet access in a particular area or among

a particular population. Shutdowns are sometimes justified by governments on
grounds such as national security or public order, but they can restrict access to
information and affect freedom of expression, assembly, journalism, and
humanitarian activities.

Digital Sovereignty/Cyber Sovereignty

The principle that states should have significant authority over their own digital
infrastructure, information environment, and cyberspace. States differ significantly
in how they interpret this concept, particularly regarding the extent to which
international human-rights standards should limit domestic control of digital
technologies.




Necessity

The principle that a restriction on a human right should only be used when it is
genuinely needed to achieve a legitimate objective and when less intrusive
alternatives would not be sufficient.

Proportionality

The principle that the interference with a human right should not be excessive in
relation to the legitimate objective being pursued. A surveillance measure may
therefore be considered problematic if its 1mpact on individuals' rights is
significantly greater than necessary to achieve its purpose.

Judicial Oversight

The involvement of courts or judges in reviewing surveillance measures. Depending
on national law, this may include requiring judicial authorization before surveillance
begins or reviewing whether surveillance powers have been used lawfully.

Independent Oversight

Supervision of surveillance activities by institutions that are sufficiently independent
from the authorities carrying out the surveillance. These may include courts,
parliamentary committees, privacy authorities, inspectors, or specialized oversight
bodies.

Transparency

The extent to which governments and companies provide information about how
surveillance technologies are developed, authorized, deployed, and monitored.
Complete transparency may not always be possible where sensitive intelligence is
involved, creating an important balance between accountability and confidentiality.

Accountability

The requirement that governments, officials, and companies can be held responsible
for unlawful or abusive use of surveillance technologies. Accountability can include
investigations, judicial review, parliamentary oversight, sanctions, and access to
remedies for affected individuals.

Human Rights Safeguards
Legal, institutional, and technical measures designed to prevent surveillance from

unnecessarily or disproportionately interfering with human rights. Examples include

warrants, judicial authorization, data minimization, time limits, independent
oversight, transparency requirements, and mechanisms for individuals to seek
remedies.















































































