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1. LETTER FORM THE
CHAIRBOARD

Hello there, we are absolutely delighted to be your EC chairs at JASMUN 2026. We
have been working tirelessly to deliver a truly exquisite study guide for you all so
that you can have an amazing and professional experience at JASMUN. With that
we would like to sincerely thank the JASMUN secretariat for granting us this
prestigious opportunity to be your chairs.

This study guide, which you are reading right now, has been crafted by us with you,
the Ambassadors in mind. Through many long calls and meetups we have consulted
and written the study guide in order for you to have the most fun MUN experience
yet, so that the debates not only fluster with knowledge about the topic, but also with
passion for public speaking.

With that being said we are delighted to present the magnificent Study Guide to you,
we hope that you enjoy reading this piece of art and we will be waiting to see your
amazing performance in our lovely committee. Remember that this document shall
not be the entire preparation for this conference but rather only the foundation of it.

Lastly we would like to welcome you to communicate with us via messenger if the
need arises. We are fully open to help with each and every issue you come with
during the research and preparation for the conference. It is important to remember
that we are always open to helping you with any matter! We wish you a smooth
preparation for JASMUN and a blooming read of the Study Guide.

See you all in Warsaw,

Magda and Piotrek.




2. INTRODUCTION TO THE
COMMITTEE

The European Council gathers the heads of state or government of EU Member
States. It defines the Union’s overall political direction. The European Council,
while not so much a legislative body in the strict sense, is a document containing
non-binding suggestions agreed upon by every Member. Its conclusions shape all
future EU laws and negotiations, serving as guidelines for EU actions and
combining Member States’ stances.

In a Model UN context, this council works as a high-level political arena. Delegates
represent their member states’ leaders and must defend national interests while
working toward a shared EU compromise.

Since JASMUN is a THIMUN style debate, the absolutely most
important thing is the solutions, how would you solve the topic.
Our adyvice is to have at least S solutions for each topic prepared
beforehand, and preferably even more. They don't need to be
written down or explained in any way. They need to be solutions
that your country and the EU in general supports, and have an
actual possibility of combatting the issue. In this study guide we
will give you some aid by highlighting some parts which are in a
significant need of solutions, but the rest is your Job. Throughout
the reading of this Study Guide, do your best to try to spot an
issue, and think of it, how would you solve it if you could do
anything, does your country policy align with it (if not modify

your solution), and then whether the EU policy aligns (once again

if not then modify it). We will repeat it again, this is crucial not
only for the work of the committee but also if you are aiming to
get an award (which we assume all of you are).




3. HISTORICAL BACKROUND

Topic 1 - The Impact of Recent United States Policy Changes on the

European Union.

Since the topic talks about “recent” changes, this part will be fairly brief, so please
try to read the whole thing as it was made specifically for you and it can also ensure
that since the topic 1s fairly broad, all delegates have at least the same foundation of
knowledge.

The first official step in the EU-US relations was marked in 1990 with the
Transatlantic declaration. It established bi-annual diplomatic summits and economic
consultations between the US and the EU. This relationship was further expanded in
1995 under the New Transatlantic Agenda (NTA). This framework created the core
pillars of the EU-US relationship. It proclaimed joint action in areas such as free
trade, democratic promotion and global security. The relationship grew with every
year, so much so that in between 2013 and 2016 the Transatlantic Trade and
Investment Partnership (TTIP) negotiations were held. The goal was to completely
eliminate tariffs and combat regulatory frictions, yet the negotiations were many
times stalled due to the diversion in policies and completely terminated after Donald
Trump first took office in 2017.

2016 marked a turning point in the EU-US relationship, for the first time in decades
the relationship was worsening. Marked by the 2017 withdrawal of the US from the
Paris Agreement. The relationship was further tainted when the Trump
administration imposed 25% tariffs on steel and 10% tariffs on aluminium, justifying
it as matters of national security, to which the EU responded with retaliatory tarifts
on 2.8 billion $ worth of iconic US goods such as bourbon or motorcycles. The tariff
conflict continued, in 2019 the WTO authorized a 7.5 billion $ retaliatory tariff on
airbus subsidies, to which the EU responded with a 4 billion $ tariff on US goods
(This conflict is way more complex than what we described, for those interested we
recommend looking up Airbus-Boeing Dispute).

The situation turned around in 2021 when the Biden administration launched the
Trade and Technology Council (TTC) with the EU. The council's task was to align




digital standards, secure supply chains and coordinate export control policies. The
relationship was further smoothed in June 2021, when both sides agreed to a 5-year
suspension of the Airbus-Boeing tariffs. In October, they settled another agreement
under which US replaced the steel/aluminium tariffs with the Tariff-Rate quota
system. Under the Biden administration, the relationship remained healthy, with
minor clashes such as the 2022 Chips and Science act in the US which invested over
50 billion 1n semiconductor production, to which the EU had to respond with its own
EU Chips act to prevent investors from choosing the US over Europe. Later in 2023
the EU introduced the Green Deal Industrial Plan which lightened the state aid rule
to counter the US subsidy incentives (the US was financing green energy initiatives
in the US and the EU started doing it too, once again to attract investors.

Nevertheless, in January 2025, after the inauguration of Donald Trump, the tariff
threat rose once again, yet more on that in the recent developments section of this
study guide.

Topic 2 - Evaluating the Effectiveness of the European Union’s Green

Policies.

The historical background of the EU green policies reveals a strong progression
from voluntary, non-binding targets to legally enforced requirements.

The first frameworks regarding green policies began surfacing around 1990, yet
none of them were enforceable but rather voluntary targets, to which each country
could choose whether to adhere to. However, the first binding targets came soon
after in 1997, under the Kyoto Protocol. The EU-15 committed to reduce its
greenhouse gas emissions by 8% compared to the 1990 levels. A goal which they
fully achieved by lowering their emissions by 11.7%, partly due to the industrial
restructuring and fuel shifts in major powers such as Germany or the UK. The next
step came in 2005, when the EU Emission Trading System (ETS) was launched. It
capped emissions from power generation, heavy industry, and aviation. However,
the implementation wasn’t perfect, the industry suffered from over-allocation of free
allowances, causing carbon prices to collapse to near €0.

Another major step was in 2008 when the ‘20-20-20" Climate and Energy package
was introduced. These 3 numbers aimed for the EU to achieve: 20% Green House
Gases (later referred to as the GHG) reduction below 1990 levels, 20% share of




renewables in final energy consumption, and a 20% improvement in energy
efficiency, by 2020. In 2014, the GHG reduction goals were further developed
aiming for a 40% reduction below 1990 levels by 2030. In 2019, EU’s Market
Stability Reserve (MSR) began operating, which successfully revived the ETS and
drastically raised carbon prices from 10 euros/ton from 2017 to over 80 euros in
2022. It also increased the renewable energy targets to 32% in 2030.

In 2020, the first major evaluation year came, where the EU had to assess whether
they achieved their ambitious targets. Fortunately, the EU confirmed that it had over
achieved its targets by successfully reducing its GHG emissions by 31% compared
to 1990 and the renewable energy production share reached 22.1%. Following that
success, in 2021, the EU decided to raise its 2030 GHG emission reduction targets to
55% less than the 1990 levels. A much needed change in order to achieve carbon
neutrality by 2050. In 2022, the Russian invasion of Ukraine forced the EU to act on
the Energy front, in order to decrease its dependence on Russia but at the same time
accelerate its green energy transformation, to do that it launched the REPowerEU
Plan, that aimed to accelerate renewable deployment, energy efficiency, and LNG
diversification. In 2024 the European Commission formally proposed a 90% GHG
net reduction target for 2040. Shortly after the EU has released its progress
evaluation showing a huge drop in GHG emissions, demonstrating that the levels
dropped by 37% since 1990, while the EU GDP increased by 68% over the same
period of time.

Interestingly the transportation sector remained one of the few sectors where
emissions remained higher than 1990 levels through 2023 due to increased traffic
volumes. Fleet CO2 standards accelerated Electric Vehicle (EV) adoption, but
heavy-duty transport and aviation remained severely off-track, prompting the
creation of ETS 2 which 1s currently scheduled to be fully operational in 2028.

4.RECENT DEVELOPMENTS

Topic 1 - The Impact of Recent United States Policy Changes on the
European Union.

The topic we are addressing is huge, it's the change of the whole transatlantic
relationship. Moreover, it's the contrast of two periods, the late Biden administration




and the Trump administration, starting January 2025.

The Biden administration can be characterized by being broadly cooperative on
Ukraine, NATO, climate, technology and economic security, although there were
already disputes over U.S. subsidies and EU regulation. While the Trump
administration 1s much more transactional and protectionist, with major
consequences for EU trade, defence, Ukraine policy, energy, climate policy,
technology and forces the EU’s push for “strategic autonomy”.

Under Biden the U.S. have treated the EU and NATO as core partners and have
heavily invested into collective defence, support for Ukraine, coordination against
Russia, cooperation on technology, climate policy and rebuilding transatlantic
alliances. While the Trump administration is completely different, following the
‘America First” agenda. It reduced the U.S obligations to other countries and
organizations, it demanded higher EU defence spending, it began many trade wars
and fought for greater U.S. control over strategic industries.

The first topic we will address 1s the Media Famous Tariffs. Just a month after
Trump took office, he implemented a 25% tarift on steel and aluminium, which he
increased on June 4th to another 50%. In the meanwhile he removed every
exemption the EU had negotiated with the previous administrations. This has
resulted in lower EU exports to America and reduced profitability for European
producers. It also strongly weakened the EU - U.S. relationship by starting an
unofficial ‘trade war’.

This trade war was also demonstrated during the introduction of the “reciprocal

tariffs”. On April 2nd 2025, Trump’s administration introduced huge general tariffs,

under the argument that America’s trading partners were not treating the United
States fairly. This has impacted the EU enormously as the EU exports huge
quantities of: cars, machinery, pharmaceuticals, chemicals, industrial equipment,
luxury products, food and aerospace products to the United States. While many
economists argued that the tariffs would impact majorly the United States, the
economic shock brought by them has had catastrophic impact on the EU, with some
projections implying that it has reduced the EU GDP growth by 0.7 percent



























































































